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inches in height, but branching profusely, with stems varying in
sizo from 1-16 to 1-4 inch in diameter.  The roots exhibited little
tendency to branch in the downward course, though in some in-
tances dividing once or twice, If lateral fibers were developed they
had mostly disappeared.—R. T. Moreax, Wheaton, DuPage County,

Hlinois.

The Postage on Botanical Specimens.—In his new “/lora
of Washiugton,” Mr. Ward states that “the law forhids the send-
ing of labels, of which any part is written, as thivd-class matler.
and it is necessary to give each label a temporary number and put
with the specimen a corresponding printed fizure (cut ont of a cal-
endar) aud to seud the labels in a letter, * * ¥ A very sensible de-
cision was made by Postmaster-General Key that scientific labels,
hills ot ladivg, etc., if they contained nothing irrelevant, might
pass with the specimens. This raling has since been reversed as
not in harmony with the spivit of the law.”  The writer adds that
he “ealled persoually at the Post-Office Depariment (Dec. 6, 1881),
and was officially assured of the correctness of the statements here-
in made” (p. 254).

At the instance of some of my students, I applied by letter to the
Depavtinent, April 25, 1882, for information asto the present 1nling,
receivinz in reply a printed order, dated Feb. 21. 1831, sigaed by
Postmaster-General Maynard. The part relating to botanieal speci-
mens reads as follows: It is ordeveld that Section 232, Postal Reg-
ulations, be revoked, and iu lieu theveof the foliowing order is made:
Mailable matter of the first-class shall embrace all matter wholly
or partiaily in writing, except®as herein provided. * * * The
exceptions ave as follows: * * * 7. Upon matter
of the fourth-class the sender may write his own name and
address preceded by the word *{rom,” and also the number and naines
of the atrticles enclosed. e mayv a'so write upon or atrach to any
such articles. by teg or label. ¢ mark o number, naume or letier. for
purpose of idertification.” The italicised words, not italicised in the
order, were underscored i the copy sent to me. A knowledge of
this fact may speve exchanging botanists some annoyanee.— Wt
TrRELEASE, Madison, Wis.

Ferns of Towa.—Miss Mary k. Woob reports the following
ferns collecied by her on the Makoqueta River. about fifty milex
west of Dubuque, Jowa:

Asplewivan feliv-feemina. A thely ptevoides, A. angustifolivn. As-
pidivid Geldiawm, A Thelypteris, ddiantu pedatum, Canpto-
sorus rhizophyllus, Cystopteris buthitera, C. fragilis. Onoclea sensibi-
iis, Osimanda Claytoniau, Phegopleris heragonoptera, Botvychivim
icrnatuim, Pellwa” ateopurpnee, Pogracilis, Ptevis ageiliia, Sties
thiopteris Gernwanica.



